THE DISTRICTS AND THE ROADS TREATED

In the following pages the attempt has been made to give a
resume of interurban practice in the Central West. For the
purpose of determining in so far as possible the latest methods
and standards in interurban construction and operation in this
section, a number of representative roads in Ohio, Indiana and
Michigan were selected and a personal investigation of these
roads was made by the editors, It is realized that the practices
on roads other than those visited are well worthy of study, but
owing to the lack of time and space it was impossible to include
all the systems in this district, and it is believed the roads selected
offer the basis for a resume of the latest and most typical prac-
tices. For the purposes of the investigation eight roads were
selected in Northen Ohio, nine in Central and Southern Ohio,
seven in Indiana and two in Michigan.

In the tables under each chapter are given in detail the latest
practices in the various departments. In the text the attempt
has been made to point out the latest standards where practices
have been standardized. Where no definite standards have
yet been reached the endeavor has been to indicate tendencies
toward uniformity in practice, and where this could not be done
the variations and differences are stated and the need for uniform-
ity pointed out. In the pages containing the half-tone engrav-
ings, the amrangement has been to group together in so far as
possible views that would show the latest and most represent-
ative practices in the matters treated.

INTERURBAN DEVELOPMENTS IN THE TERRITORY TREATED

The year 1906 will go down as an epoch-marker in the his-
tory of interurban railways in Ohio. The consolidations of
many roads and the completion of new lines have made numer-
ous changes in the interurban map of the greatest interurban
State in the Union. At present there are in operation 2600
miles of strictly interurban roads in the State, of which 195 miles
have been completed this year.

One of the most important incidents was the completion of
the Western Ohio extension from Lima to Findlay. A golden
spike presented by the STREET RAILWAY JOURNAL was the
finishing touch in the line which lmked together more than 4000
miles of interurban roads in the five States of New York, Penn-
sylvania, Ohio, Michigan and Indiana. The completion of this
link was soon followed by the institution of limited service from
Dayton to Toledo, 162 miles, and in connection with other
roads giving limited service it rendered possible a fast trolley
trip from the central part of Michigan across Ohio to all the
numerous points in Indiana, or from the eastern part of Ohio
to Indiana points.

The early part of this year saw the consummation of the
plans of the Widener-Elkins-Schoepf syndicate for the con-
solidation of numerous lines in Ohio. This syndicate acquired
the Columbus, Buckeye Lake & Newark and the Columbus,
Newark & Zanesville. At receiver’s sale it acquired the Colum-
bus, London & Springheld; Columbus, Grove City & South-
western; Dayton, Springfield & Urbana; Urbana, Bellefontaine
& Northern and the Springhield & Western, known as the Ap-
pleyard systems. By purchase it also acquired the Dayton &
Northern and the Dayton & Muncie, and by lease it secured
the Dayton & Western. A steam road, known as the Colum-
bus & Lake Michigan, was purchased, and will probably be
electrified. These vanious properties have been grouped to-
gether under one head, known as the Indiana, Columbus &
Eastem. In addition, the syndicate owns the Fort Wayne,

Van Wert & Lima, the Cincinnati Northern and the Cincinnati
Interurban. It has under construction a line from Lima to
Toledo, part of which will be placed in operation this year and
will be completed next year, In all, the syndicate has in Ohio
about 510 miles of operating interurban lines, where a year ago
it had less than 100. [Its system of interurban and city lines
in the two States of Ohio and Indiana embraces about 1300
miles. In Ohio it plans to build from Bellefontaine to Lima,
which, with the Lima & Toledo, will give it a continuous line
from Cincinnati to Toledo independent of any other interests,
The almost entire reconstruction of the Cincinnati Northern, with
double track on private right of way, a new power station and
new rolling stock capable of giving very fast service between
Dayton and Cincinnati, will have an important bearing on the
through Cincinnati to Toledo service,

This year witnessed the complete reconstruction of the Everett-
Moore system larger and stronger than it was at the time of the
embarrassment four years ago. This rebuilding of a scattered
system demonstrated the remarkable persistence of the Cleve-
land syndicate and its belief in the future of interurban traction,
in that while it sold its telephone properties and one of its city
properties, the Cleveland Electric, its chief aim was to get back
the interurbans and enlarge the system. The frst step was the
repurchase of the Detroit, Monroe & Toledo Short Line, the
connecting link between the Michigan and Ohio properties.
This has been added to the system of the Detroit United Rail-
ways, giving it 620 miles of road, of which about 420 is in-
terurban mileage. The syndicate then purchased the Cleve-
land, Painesville & Ashtabula, which it onginally promoted,
adding it to the Cleveland, Painesville & Eastern. Last month
saw the consolidation of the Canton-Akron, Canton-New Phila-
delphia and the Tuscarawas Traction into the Northern Ohio
Traction & Light, making the mileage of the system 205
miles. The Lake Shore Electric, another of its properties, will
shortly merge under its charter the Lorain Street Railway and
the Avon Beach & Southern. It is building lines from San-
dusky to Fremont, from Fremont to Tiffin and from Fremont to
Fostoria. , This last-mentioned line will form a very direct route
between Cleveland and Dayton and Cleveland and Indianapolis,
and the extensions mentioned will bring the Lake Shore Electric
system up to 225 miles. These extensions with city lines will
give the syndicate | 300 miles of connected roads, not including
some isolated properties in other sections.

The Pomeroy-Mandelbaum syndicate, owning the Western
Ohio and Cleveland & Southwestern, is building an extension
to Mansfield, thus connecting with the Ohio Central and giving
the system about 320 miles in the State. The Columbus,
Delaware & Marion is building an extension from Marion to
Bucyrus, which, with the extension above mentioned, will com-
plete a through line from Columbus to Cleveland, a result which
has long been talked of. In the eastern part of the State the
Youngstown & Southern and the Youngstown & Ohio River
companies are working together on a line from Youngstown
to East Liverpool. This line, with extensions which the Ely
syndicate is building south of East Liverpool and connection
with the Wheeling Traction Company, will make a continuous
line from Wheeling to Youngstown. This will doubtless be
placed in operation next year.

The Easttm Ohio Traction Company has practically
completed its refunding plans and will extend its Garrettsville
division to form a connection with a line which the Mahoning
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& Shenango Valley Traction Company will build from Leavitts-
burg to Garrestville, and the two will be operated together,
forming a high-speed line from Cleveland to Youngstown. With
extensions under way in Pennsylvania, next year may see through
service from Cleveland to Pittsburg over this route,

Several interests have projects well under way to connect
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is going on in an unprecedented manner. The interurbans are
now getting a considerable share of the long-distance business,
and the links which are now being forged will turn much more
of this class of business in their direction.

In Indiana at the present time several new roads are being
constructed, and several of the roads which have been operating
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Marion and Findlay and Bucyrus and Fostonia, either of which
would complete a very direct route from Columbus to Toledo,
another long talked of through Line.

The Sandusky, Norwalk & Mansfield is building from
Plymouth to Shelby, which, in connection with the Mansfield-
Shelby line, will give Mansheld connection with Cleveland over
two routes.

In the western portion of the State the Toledo & Indiana
has surveys completed and plans ready for extending its line
to Fort Wayne, thus giving another very direct route from To-
ledo to numerous cities in Indiana. In the southern end of
the State the Cincinnati, Georgetown & Portsmouth is woil.-
ing to complete its line to West Union, and then it will go on
to Portsmouth. The Cincinnati & Columbus and the Cincinnati,
Milford & Loveland are both heading for Columbus, the former
by way of Chillicothe, making connection with the Scioto Valley,
and the latter by way of Washington, to make connection with
the Columbus, Grove City & Southwestern.

A number of other lines which look promising a.e being
projected, and, in a word, the completing of unconnected links

for a number of years are building extensions. The Terre
Haute Traction & Light Company has, within the past few
months, completed an extension south from Terre Haute to Sul-
livan, a distance of 26 miles. In the extreme southwestern
part of the State in the vicinity of Evansville two lines have re-
cently been completed. One of these, the Evansville & Mt
Vernon Traction ompany, now operates southwest out of
Evansville to Mt. Vernon, Ind., a distance of 17 miles. The
Boonville extension of the Evansville Suburban & Newburgh
Railway Company has been built within the last year. Its
terminus is Boonville, a town of about 5000 people, lying 17
miles east of Evansville. The Winona Interurban Railway dur-
ing the past summer began operation between Winona and
Goshen, a distance of 28 miles. The same company is now
building south from Warsaw to Peru. At about the beginning
of the year the extension of the Indianapolis & Cincinnati Trac-
tion Company west from Rushville will be completed. This
extension, which will eventually form part of the connecting road
between Indianapolis and Cincinnati, is 19 miles long and has

its eastern terminus at Connersville.
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On the Shelbyville division of the Indianapolis & Cincinnati
Traction Company considerable construction has been in
progress during the past season. The whole line is being changed
from direct current to an alternating-current system. Only a few
months ago the Fort Wayne, Bluffton & Marion Traction Com-
pany was put in operation as far as Bluffton, 23 miles south of
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Wayne & Wabash Valley Traction Company. The Muncie
& Portland Traction Company also began operation during the
year, as did also the Indiana Northem Railway Company on
iis St. Joseph extension from Fort Wayne north to St. Joseph,
Mich. The Marion, Bluffton & Eastem Traction Company
is now operating over a portion of the line between Marion and
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Fort Wayne.

This road is operated by the Fort Wayne &
Wabash Valley Traction Company. The La Fayette & Lo-
gansport Traction Company is building between La Fayette and
Logansport. This company is closely identified with the Fort

Bluffton, and the work of extension to Bluffton will be completed
within a few months., Construction work on the Indianapolis
Coal Traction Company, extending west of [ndianapolis towards
Terre Haute, is also being pushed rapidly.




